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imperfect and impertinent 


ſuch. Bo 
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ed ia the Common Soal of the County 0z:Lt- 
— 2 — the Offence is committed, oz the 
Offender ſhall be found, until he ſhalt pay the 
ſaitie , lo that the Impꝛiſonment exceed not 
koꝛty days; The Pztnter to foxfett and pay five 
pounds, andſuffer the line Impꝛiſonment, until 
he pay the ſame, the ſaid Impziſonment not 
exceeding twenty days, and like wile to have his 


P2eſs and Pmplements of Impzinting ſetzed, 


and bꝛoken in pieces; The Bookſeller and Sta- 
tioner to fo2feit and pay Forty ſhillings, oꝛ be 
Impꝛiſoned in like maner, unti he pay theſame, 


the Impꝛilonment not exceeding ten days. And 


be it furrher Enacted, That ik any perſon hap- 
— to buy any ſuch ſeditions, ſcandalous oz 
tbellous Pamphlets oz Papers, and ſhall not 
within four and twenty hours after knowledge 
thereof, bing them to the Lozd Majoꝛ of Lon. 
don (i the buyers reſlance be there) oz to ſome 


other Juſtice of the Peace within the County, 


City 0z Liberty where ſuch Buyers ſhall then 
happen tobe, to be ſent up, and-diſpoſed of as 


by this Act is afterwards mentioned, and give 


notice like wiſe of the party oz parties of whom 
he os they had oꝛ bought the ſame, ſhall fozfeit 
ko: every fuch omiſſion the fum 
ſhillings foz every ſuch concealed Paper, Pam- 
phlet 02 Book, to be difpoſedof as is herein after 
mentioned. And koꝛ the — kalſe, 
per r Relations of Parlia⸗ 
mentary P2oceedings, and other ſuch" Occur⸗ 


rences and News. the truth whereof may be fit 
to be known and publiſhed, fo2 the ſatisfaction 


of all the good people of this'Commonweaith' 
7” theretn 


r : 
upon the.-Penalties:following: thas48ito lap; 
'TheAuthoz-of ſuch: 25: 1 
Ter pounds, oꝛ be Impiiion⸗ 


Twenty 
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($89) - _ 
therein intereſſed, and ok all the well⸗acfected 
thereto, in the clear Þnfo:mattonofthe Rats ot 
Affairs; Be it Enacted by the Authoztky afore- 
laid, That na perſon whacſoever thatbegmpoſe, 
Waite; pzint, publiſh, ſell oz otter, 02-caule ta be 
made, Witten, painted oz uttered, any Boon 92 
Pamphlet, Treatiſt ſheet ca;ſheets of News 
mentioned) zypn ape tine Penalty as anon th 
Maker, Loziter, Pinter, Bookſeller: and Stg- 
ttoner reſpectively of ſcandaloug:2Books-and 
amphlets, bothfo: Fine and Impꝛiſonment, 
herein befme limited and appointed. And de 
it further Enacted and Oꝛdained, That the Ot⸗ 
fender afozeſaid (all be diſcovered,the-Offences 
beard and examwed, and the Penalties; levied 
and diſpoſed of in ſuch fot, maner and fm as 
ts: limited, directed and expacſled in an Oꝛdi⸗ 
yance of Parliament, made in Septemb. One thon⸗ 
land ſir hundꝛed foꝛty and ſe ben, Ageinſt Hnlicenſed 
Pamphlets; and for the better Regulating: of Printing. 
Pꝛobided, That ſo much of the ſaid Oꝛdinante 

J ſpectses the impoſition of Penalties upon 
uch Offenders as art befaze mentioned, in re- 
ſpect that higher Penalties are in ſtead thereof 
herein limited and defigned, ſhall ſtand from 
hencefozthRepealed, and be of no further effect. 
And be it-further.Enacted-by the Anthoaity. a- 
fo:zefain,-that all fazmer: Xicenſes granted by 
Ani of both m either Houſe of Parlia- 
ment ta any perſonm perſons, fo: Pꝛinting any 
Diurnal, News 92Qcenrrences; ſhall be from hente⸗ 
foꝛch void and of na furthereffect; And that no 
Boah, Pamphiet; chert 0a: theets af 'NeWs 92 
Nreurrencts: what ſheher; chalt Hencefozth be 
painted; hound; ſtitched an ↄnt ta ſale i any per- 
ſqu:o2 perlans whatſbe ber, unteſs the n 


the Eierk aß the Parkiardent; | 2 ;of: 
ſhall be authozized by the rel of 
the time being;o2(foz ſo mu max 
_ affairs of the Army) under i hand of there 
cretary of the — the time — the ſame 
to be entred in their ſeveral Negiſters, to be by 
them kept fo: that purpole; and allo in the Re- 
giſter⸗Book of the Company of Statiouers, ac⸗ 
coꝛding to ancient cuſtom, and the Pinter theres 
of to put his hand thereto. PÞ20vided always; 
and it is hereby Declared, That the penalties in 
this Act expꝛeſſed, ſhall not extend to quit any 
perſon oz ; peoſows, that ſhall make, weite, pꝛint, 
publiſh, ſell oꝛ utter, oꝛ cauſe to be made, wzit⸗ 
ten, publiſhed ſotdo nttered, any Book; Pam⸗ 
8 25 Treatiſe, Ballad, Libel; ſheet oz ſheets 
News, that ſhall contain any Seditious, 
1 a Blaſphemous matter, hut the 
ers in ſuch kinde ſhall bt liable to ſuch fur⸗ 
5 — penaittes, as by the Laws of:the Land 
are pꝛobided o by Authozity:of Narliament 
ſhall be judged, accoꝛding to the quality of ſuch 
offences. And be it further Enacted by the au⸗ 
thozity:afozeſacd; That the Maſter aud War⸗ 
dens of the Company ot Stationers London, al- 
lifted with ſuch perlous as the Councel of State 
hall faz that purpoſe nominate oꝛ appzove; ſhall 
and may —— ſearch in all places where 
themſhall thinn meet, foz all unaliowed Print. 
ing vnlles, and all pꝛelles auꝝ way imploped in 
the peinting ot any ſuch; unlicenſed Books, as 
afmeſatd;o2of any malignant, editions d2 ſcan⸗ 
dalous::Books, Pictures oz Papers; and to 
letze and carry away fuchiÞzn s and 
Lettens, together — ———— 
. 'Patertals: „ 
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( 
ſellingunlicenſed News is herein bekoꝛe limited 
and expꝛeſſed. And whereas the great numbers 
of lewd and ſcandalous Pamphlets and ſeditious 
Books, have been chiefly occaſioned by the mul⸗ 
titude of Pzinting-houſes , and Pzeſles erected 
in by⸗places and coꝛners, out of the eye of Go⸗ 


vernment, contrary to the cuſtom and pꝛactice 


of fozmer times; and in that regard ſome fur- 
ther pꝛoviſion is held requiſite foꝛ reſtrainin 
and regulating that general erce[s and exerciſe 
of the Pꝛels, and pꝛe vention of the ſaid Enoꝛmi⸗ 
ties, It is therefoze further Enacted and Oꝛ⸗ 
dained by this pꝛeſent Parliament, and by the 
Authouty thereof, That no Pinter, noꝛ auy 
other perſon oꝛ perſons whatſoever , ſhall from 
hencetozth punt , uſe oꝛ imploy any Punting- 
— Rolling-peeſs, oꝛ any other Jnſtruments 
oꝛ Printing, in any part oz place of this Com- 
monwealth, ſave onely in the City ot London, 
and Liberties thereof, and the two Univerſities 
(excepting ſuch as — cularly Licenſed 
and authoꝛtzed by ſpectal Oꝛder of the Councel 
of State) upon pain that all and every perſon 
and perſons offending contrary hereunto , ſhall 
foꝛfeit and pay thefum of Twenty pounds, and 
ſhall have all cheir Pzinting-peefſes, Letters and 
Matertals defaced, and be foꝛ ever diſabled to ve 
a Maſter Painter, and: Owner of a Pꝛinting⸗ 
p:eſs: Pꝛovided, That this Clauſe. ſhall not 
be conſtrued to extend to the Pzinting-pzeſs now 
uſed in the City of York, noꝛ to the Pzinting-p:eſs 
now uled in Finsbury, foꝛ the Pꝛinting of Bibles 
and Plalms; but that the ſame ſhall be in itke 


dondition to all purpoſes; as it this Act had not 


been had oꝛ made, And it be further Enacted 
by the Authozity afozeſaid, That all and every 
2333 Painter, 


(549) 

- Painter, oꝛ other perſon oz perſons whatſoever 
in the ſaid City of London, who now keep Pꝛint⸗ 
ing-houſes, oꝛ are Owners of Painting-yelſes; 
Volling pꝛeſles, or other Inſtruments fo: Pꝛint⸗ 
ing; as alſo the Owners of the Pꝛinting⸗pꝛels 
in Finsbury afo:eſaid, ſhall befoꝛe the Firſt day of 
October, One thouſand fix hundꝛed foꝛty nine, 
enter into Bond, with two Sureties, of Thee 
hundꝛed pounds penalty to the Keepers of the Li- 
berties of England by Authority of Parliament, Not to 
pꝛint, noꝛ cauſe to be pꝛinted, any ſeditious, ſtan⸗ 
dalous 92 treaſonable Pamphlet, Paper, Book 
92 Picture, diſhonorable to, oꝛ againſt the State 
and Government; noꝛ any Pamphlet, Paper, oz 
Book of News, not Licenſed as afoꝛeſaid, and 
Entred in the Regiſter Book of the ſaid Com- 
pany ; no: ſuffer their P2inting-p:eſles, oꝛ other 
Inſtruments foz Pꝛinting, to be uſed foꝛ any 
inch unlawful purpoſe as afoꝛeſald; and that he 
and they ſhall alſo to every Book, Pamphlet, 
Paper 92 Picture he oꝛ they ſhall impꝛint, in the 
Titie-page of each Book p2efix the Authors 
name, with his quality and place of Reſidence,oz 
at leaſt the Licenſers names where Licenſes are. 
required, and his own Name and place of Keſi⸗ 
dence at length, upon pain to foꝛfeit the fum of 
Ten pounds foz every wilful failing, and to have 
all his oꝛ thiea Pꝛinting materials defaced ; and 
fo the fecond Offence, to be diſabled from any 
moze exerciſe of his Trade of Pꝛinting: Aud 
that like caution ſhall be given by the Owner of 
the Pꝛels at York; to the Keepers of the Liberties of 
England as afo2eſatd, and by the Pꝛinters within 
either Univerſity, to the {aid Keepers of the Liber- 
ties of England, in like ſum, and foꝛ like purpoſes, 
and upon like penalties foꝛ failing, as is _— 
altly 
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laſtly mentioned, whereof the eſpecial care to ſee 


the ſame perkoꝛmed within the time laſt befoze 
limited, is eſpecially commended to the Loꝛd 
Majoꝛ of York, and to the ſaid Uice⸗Chancelloꝛs 


reſpectively, of which they are under their Hands 


and Seals to make Certificate to the Councel of 
State, befoze the Tenth day of October, One 
thouſand ſix hundꝛed foꝛty nine. And be it fur⸗ 
ther Enacted by the Authozity afozeſaid, That 
no perſon oꝛ perſons whatſoever, ſhall hereafter 
ſet up a Pꝛinting⸗pꝛeſs, Rolling-p:eſs , oꝛ other 
Inſtrument foꝛ Pꝛinting, no2 caſt any Pꝛinting 
Letters, befoze they enter into Bond as akoꝛe⸗ 
ſaid; no2 ſhall any perſon oꝛ perſons demiſe oz 
let, oꝛ being within his oz their diſpoſe, ſuffer to 
be held oz uſed any Houle , Uault , Cellar , o2 
other Room whatſoever, to oꝛ by any perſon oz 
perſons foꝛ a Punting-houle, oz place to pint in, 
unleſs he oꝛ they ſo demiſing and ſuffering, ſhall 
firſt give notice to the Maſter 02 Wardens of the 
Stationers foz the time being, of ſuch demiſes 
oꝛ ſuffering to wozk oꝛ pꝛint there, upon pain of 
foꝛfeiture of Five pounds foꝛ every ſuch Offence; 
of which intimation the Maſter and Wardens 
are hereby enjoyned to make an Entry in their 
Regiſter Book, upon like pain of fozfeiture of 
Five pounds foꝛ every omiſſion thereof, And be 
it further Enacted, That no Joyner. oꝛ Carpen- 
ter oꝛ other perſon , thall make any Pꝛinting⸗ 
pꝛeſs n2 Rotting-p:eſs, noꝛ any Smith chall foꝛge 


aͤnp Jron-wozk foz a Pꝛinting⸗pꝛels, noꝛ any 


Founder caſt any Pꝛinting letters foꝛ any perſon 
oꝛ perſons whatloe ver; neither ſhall any perſon oz 
perſons impoꝛt, oz cauſe to be impoꝛted oꝛ bꝛought 
into thisComonwealch,from any parts beyond the 
ſeas, any Pꝛinting⸗pꝛels oꝛ pꝛeſles, oꝛ any Letters 

23332 founded 
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(542) 
founded o2 caſt, noꝛ ſhall any perſon oꝛ perſons 
buy any ſuch P2eſles oꝛ Letters foꝛ pznting,un- 
leſs he 92 they reſpectively — — firſt acquaint the 
Maſter and the Wardens of the afo:eſaidCom- 
auy foꝛ the time betng,foz whom the ſame pꝛels, 
ron works oꝛ Letters are to be made, fo2ged., 
impoꝛted, bought oꝛ caft, upon pain of fo:feſture 
of ave pounds fo2 every ſuch Offence; of which 
intimation the Maſter x Bardens are to make 
Entry in their ſald Regiſter, upon like Penalty 
of foꝛkeiture of Five pounds fo2 every omiſston 
thereof, And be it further Enacted by the Au- 
thoꝛity afozeſatd, That no perſon oꝛ perſons 
whatſoever, ſhall Impoꝛt any ſcandalous oz ſe⸗ 
ditious Books, Pamphlets oꝛ Papers, upon pain 
of fozfeiture of ive pounds foꝛ every ſuch Book, 
Pamphlet oz Paper; noꝛ ſhall any perſon oꝛ per⸗ 
ſons land any Pmpozted Books, at auy Pozt oz 
place of this Commonwealth, ſave onely at the 
Poꝛt ot᷑ London; And that no D:tfats, Packs, 
Maunds, Cheſts, oz Fardels of Books, be per⸗ 
mitted by any Officers of the Cuſtoms oz Exct5e 
to be opened 02 conveyed away, befo:e notice 


giben, and the ſame be viewed by the ſatd Maſter 
aud Wardens of the ſatd Company, oz ſuch as 


they ſhall appotnt, upon pain of fozfeiture of 
Five pounds fo: every ſuch Offence, ſo as the 
Maſter and Wardens 92 their Deputtes,domake 
ſaid view Within foꝛty eight hours after ſuch 


the 
notice, which they are hereby required to make, 
upon pain of fozfeiture of Ftve pounds foz every 
omiſs ton of ſuch view as afo:eſaid, And it is alſo 
Enacted by the Authoꝛity afozeſatd, That foꝛ the 


— — of all Regular Printers, and 
ſuppoꝛt of the ſatd Manufactures in / this Com- 


monwealth, That no perſon oz perſons what- 
ſoever, 


5 (543) 2 1 
ſoever, ſhall from Hencefozth Impoꝛt, oz 
bꝛing in, oꝛ cauſe to be Impoꝛted 02 bꝛought 
into this Commonwealth, from any part 
whatſoever, any Engliſh Bibles, Plaims, 92 
any Book o2 Books, oꝛ part of Boo o: Books 
fozmerly pznted in this Commonwealth, noz 
ſhall binde, ſtitch, oꝛ put to ſale, any ſuch Book 
92 Books, upon pain of loſs and fozfeiture of 
the lame, and of Ten ſhillings fo: every Book 
ſo impoꝛted, bound, ſtitched, oz put to ſale. And 
be it further Enacted, That noperſon oz perſong 
whatſoever in this Commonwealth, ſhall here⸗ 
after pꝛint oꝛ repꝛint any Book, Books, oz part 
of any Book oz Books, Legally granted to the 
ſaid Company of Stationers, foz their relief 
oꝛ maintenaute of their pooz, Without the Lf- 
cenſe and conſent of the Maſter, Wardens and 
Aſlictants of the ſatd Company; no: any Book 
02 Books, 02 partof Book oz Books, now en- 
tred in the Regiſter Book of the ſaid Company, 
oꝛ which hereafter ſhall be duly entred in the ſald 
Regiſter Book, foꝛ any particular Member of 
the laid Company without the like conſent of 
the owner oz owners thereof, no2 counterfeit 
the Name, Mark o! Title of any Book oz 
Books, belonging to the ſatd Compauy oz parti⸗ 
cular members; noꝛ ſhall any perſon oz perſons 
binde, ſtitch oz put to ſale any ſuch Book oz 

Books, upon pain of foꝛfeiture of the ſame, and 

- of Sirthillings and eight pence foz every Book 

piꝛinted oꝛ ſtitched, bound oz put to ſale contrary 

hereunto : And koꝛ the better diſcovery of Ma⸗ 

lignant Bookſellers, and others, who make a 

; trade of vending. diſperfing and ſending to 

1 their Cuſtomers and Coꝛreſpondents in the 

\ Countrey in Packets, by the Poſt, Carriers, 
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A (4445). 
and ſuch like perſons , divers unlicenſed and 


other lcandalous and ſeditious Books, Papers, 


Pamphlets and Pictures, to the great abuſe of 


the Parliament, and p2ejudice of the People, 


afo:eſaid, 


— 


Be it Enacted by the Authozitr 


That any two Magiſtrates intruſted with the 


Execution of this . Act reſpectively, ſhall have 
power upon any juſt occaſion of ſuſpition, to 
grant Warrants under their Hands and Seals, 
to ſome ſufficient perſons, to ſearch Packs and 
Packets, aud ſeize and bꝛing away ſuch Books, 
Papers and Pamphlets, to thoſe who granted 
the ſaid Warrants, to the end the Penalties 
may be levied upon the offenders, and diſpoſed 
of acco2ding to the tenoꝛ and true meaning of 
this pꝛelent Act. And be it Enacted by the Au- 
thoꝛity afozeſaid, That all unlicenſed Books 
and Pamphlets of Mews, and all ſeditious , 
ſcandalous and libellous Books, Pamphlets, 
Pictures and Papers, to be ſeized by vertue of 
this Act , ſhall after the condemnation of the 
offender with whom they are taken, oz to 
whom they belong (if the offender may be dif- 
covered and known) be bzought , conveyed oz 
ſent, and ſafely deliverePFto the Secretary to the 
Councel of State, to be diſpoſed of to the fire 
v2 otherwife, as that Councel ſhall direct, and 
be in the mean time ſafely pꝛeſerved by the Of- 
ficers oꝛ perſons who ſetze the ſame, oz by thole 
to whom they make delivery thereof, and give 
account of their imployment, accoꝛding to the 
true meaning of this Act. And whereas di⸗ 
vers vagrant perſons, of idle converſation, 
having fozſaken their uſual Callings, and ac- 
cuſtomed themſelves: after the maner of Haw- 


kers, to ſell and cry about the fireets , "= in 
#77 other 
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(545) 
other places, Pamphlets, and other Books, and 
under colour thereof, are found to diſperſe all 
ſo:ts of dangerous Tibels, to the intolerable 
diſhonoꝛ of the Parliament, and the whole Go- 
vernment of this Commonwealth; Be it Oꝛ⸗ 
dained and Enacted by the Authozity akoꝛe⸗ 
ſad, That no ſuch Hawkers ſhall-be any moꝛt 
permitted; and that they and all Ballad-fing- 
ers, whereſoever they are oꝛ may be appꝛehend⸗ 
ed, ſhall foꝛfeit atl Books, Pamphlets, Bal⸗ 
lads and Papers by them expoſed to ſale , and 
hall, by ſuch as ſhalt by vertue of this Act ſeize 
upon them, be conveyed and carried to the 
Houſe of Coꝛrection, there to be whipt as com⸗ 
mon Rogues, and then diſmiſſed; the Keepers 
of which Houle are hereby enjoyned to receive 
ſuch pꝛiloners, and lee this penalty executed, 
without expecting further warrant; and where 
no ſuch Houſe of Coꝛrection is, thofe who ſeize 
upon ſuch offenders, ſhall deliver them over to 
the Conſtable of the Pariſh oz Liberty where 
they are appꝛehended, who is fozthwith to 
cauſe the offenders to be whipt as common 
Rogues, upon pain of fozfeiture of Foꝛty chil⸗ 
lings, to be paid by ſuch Keepers of the Houſe 
of Coꝛrection o2 Conſtable, omitting, neglect- 
ing 92 refuſing to do their duty herein: The 
laid offences in this clauſe mentioned to be ex⸗ 
amined, and the penalties levied, and to be diſ⸗ 
poled of in ſuch loꝛt and maner, as concerning 
the penalties of ſuch as vend unticenſed and 
ſcandalous Books and Pamphlets ; is herein 
befoꝛe directed and expreſſed :- And the Loꝛd 
Majoꝛ and Common Councel of the City of 
London, are hereby required to take care that 
the good Laws of their City againſt Hawkers, 

| | and 


1 
and that this pꝛeſent Act againſt them and 
other offenders, be put in full and ſpeedy erecu- 
tion within their City and Liberties thereof, as 
they tender the Honoz thereof, and of Govern⸗ 
ment: And all Conſtables, Headbozoughgs 
and other Officers and Miniſters, are hereby 
enjopned to ſeize upon ſuch laſt mentioned Of- 
fenders whereſoever they may be found, and 
to cauſe the penalties of the Law to be upon 
them executed, upon the penalty laſt befoze 
mentioned. And be it further Enacted by the 
Authoꝛity afoꝛeſaid, That whatſoever penal⸗ 
ties in money ſhall be levied. and received by the 
pains, induſtry and pꝛoſecution of the Compa⸗ 
np of Stationers (whole vigilancy and care 
Herein ts eſpecially required) ſhall be diſpoſed of 
as followeth ; viz. After ſatisfaction of their 
charges in inquiry and pꝛoſecution, the one 
mopyety of the reſidue ſhall be by them received 
and reſerved foꝛ the uſe of the pooz of their Com⸗ 
pany; and the other moyety, oꝛ one half, foz 
the ule of the Commonwealth, to be yearly by 
them anſwered, and paid into the receipt of the 
publique Exchequer : And the Juſtices of the 

Upper Bench, Juſtices of Oyer and Terminer, 
within the limits of their Commilsion, Juſtices 
of Alsize in their ſeveral Circuits, Juſtices of 
Goal Delivery, and Juſtices of Peace, as well 
within the Liberties as without, within the li⸗ 
mits of their ſeveral Commiſſions in their gene⸗ 
ral Selsions, oꝛ other Seſstons, which they oꝛ 
any two oꝛ more of them whereof one of them to 
be of the Quorum) may and ſhall appoint at 
their pleaſure, where and when need ſhall re⸗ 
quire, ſhall by vertue hereof have full power 
and authoꝛity, and are hereby ſtrictly enjoyned to 

4 enquire, 
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enquire, hear and determine all and every the 
Offences afoꝛeſald, and to give in charge the 
Pꝛelentment of the lame; and they and all 
other Officers and -Miniſters concerned, art 
hereby enjoyned and required to be careful and 
diligent in the diſcharge of their duty in the 
pꝛemiſes, accoꝛding to the tenoꝛ and direction 
of this pꝛeſent Act: And all Officers Civil 
and Military, Soldiers, and other well⸗af⸗ 
fected people, are hereby ſpectally -enjoyned to 
be ayding and alsiſting to the execution of this 
Act, and to- ſeize upon the perſons of all ſuch 
as ſhall pꝛeſume to reſcue, oꝛ actually endeavoz 
to reſcue from appꝛehenſion o2 puniſhment, the 
offenders againſt this Act, to cauſe ſuch Coun⸗ 


tenancers and -Diſturbers: to be immediately 


bꝛought befoꝛe ſome Juſtice of the Peace, who 
is to binde them by a Kecogntzance with good 
Sureties to the Good Behavioz, and to ap⸗ 


pear at the next Selsions faz the Peace, there 


to be Indicted, Fined, and further dealt with, 
acco2ding. to Law, and as the quality of ſuch 
High Contempts may deſerve : And: ſuch ſaid 
Offenders as are not able to finde Dureties, 
are to be cauſed to be. ſet. in the Stocks near 
to the place where the - Offence was commit- 


ted, and to be Pmpziſoned there for the ſpace 


of four hours. And becaule the life of all good 
Laws, is the due execution thereof, and that 
the careful obſervance. of this Act, and a ſtrict 
enquiry into, and puniſhment: of Offenders 
agatnſt the ſame, will be of eſpecial concern- 
ment foz the Peace and ſatety ot this Common⸗ 
wealth, Be it further Enacted by the Authoꝛity 
Afozeſaid, That wanne State appointed 
0 d a a a _ by 
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by the Parliament, ſhall hereby have power and 
authoꝛity to enquire into, and from time to time to 
receive an accompt of all wilful defaults and ron- 
tempts of Officers oꝛ others, who neglecting oꝛ 
refuſing to do their duties, ſhall thereby obſtruct 
the Remedies pzovided by this Act; and are here⸗ 
by enjoyned and required, by all good ways and 
means to remove ſuch obſtructions, and out 0 
the penalties oꝛ otherwiſe, to reward pꝛoſecutos 
oꝛ dilcoverers of Offenders, and to cauſe this 
Act to be put in full and effectual execution. And 
be it further Enacted by the Authoꝛity afo:eſaid, 
That in and upon any Action, Plaint oꝛ Sutt to 
be bꝛought againſt any Officer, oz perſon oz per⸗ 
ſons, foꝛ any thing by them acted oꝛ done by foꝛce 
ok this pꝛeſent Act, every ſuch Officer and per⸗ 
ſon ſhall and may plead the General Illue there⸗ 
to, and give this Act, and the whole ſpecial mat= 
ter in Evidence; and ik the Uerdict paſs againſt 
8 2 o2 Plaintiffs, o2 the Plaintiff oz 

laintilfg become non-Sutt, oꝛ ſuffer any Diſ- 
tontinuante thereof, That then the Defendant 
and Defenhants ſhall recover his and their dou- 7? 
ble Coſts fox their wongful veration in defence ?' 
of the ſalo Action oꝛ Suit, fox which he and then 
ſhall have like remedy, as in other caſes where 
Coſts by the Laws of this Commonwealth are 
given to che Defendants : P2ovided always, 
and de ſt -Enacted. by the authozity afozeſaid, 
That no perſon oꝛ perſons ſhail be moleſted oz 
impeathe any the Offences. mentioned in 
this Act, 'Unlels he oꝛ they be thereof accuſed 
Within fix moneths after his oz their Offence lo 
commrtted $2 done. Pꝛovided alſo , That this 
Act be in fore, and to have continuance _ 


* 


ned Ne 


. * 
— — 
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the Nine and twentieth day of September, Which | 
ouſand 


ſhall be in the Pear of our Loꝛd, One th 
fix hundꝛed fifty and one, and no longer. 


— 


— — —_— * * 
* * 
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— ——— 
—— 


Die Fovis, 20 Septembr. 1649. 
Rdered by the Commons aſſembled in Par- 
lament, That this Act be forthwith printed 
and publiſhed. 


Hen: Scobell, Cleric. Parliamenti. 


